INTERNET POLICY

The Library allows access to a variety of electronic resources. This includes the Lakeland online catalog, the catalogs of other libraries, a variety of databases, and the Internet. The Internet stations also provide access to a variety of office software. No station provides support for all file types, browser plug-ins, or Internet technologies. The Library recognizes this is a dynamic environment with content that constantly changes.

The Home Township Library neither has control over resources offered through the Internet nor has complete knowledge of what is on the Internet. Information on the Internet may be reliable and current or may be inaccurate, out-of-date, and unavailable at times. Some content may be offensive. Library users access the Internet at their own discretion. The Internet is not governed by any entity so there are no limits or checks on the kind of information contained there. Only a user can decide on the accuracy, completeness, and currency of the content.

Library staff will assist users in identifying specific sites which are of interest to the patron. Patrons must be able to navigate the Internet unassisted.  Library staff cannot provide training on the Internet.

Filtering
In accordance with Federal and State law (the Children's Internet Protection Act, 47 USC §254 and 20 USC §101, and Section 6 of the Michigan Library Privacy Act, 1982 PA 455, MCL 397.606), all Library computers with Internet access are filtered. Note, however, that no filter is 100% effective.

Parents or legal guardians are responsible for their minor child's reading, listening, and viewing of Library material, including the Internet. 
Compliance with the Children's Internet Protection Act (CIPA) requires filters that block access to visual depictions that are obscene or child pornography, as defined by 47 USC 
§254. CIPA also requires protection against access by patrons under age 17 to visual depictions that are harmful to minors, as defined by 47 USC §254. A patron who is at least 17 years of age may request the disabling of software used to filter visual depictions on a computer used by that patron, provided that he/she will use the unfiltered computer for bona fide research or other lawful purposes. Library staff will not inquire into the reasons for disabling the filter.

Patrons are responsible for complying with this Policy when accessing the Internet. In addition to other provisions of this Policy, patrons (including minors) shall not access visual depictions that are obscene or child pornography as defined by Federal law (47 USC §254(h)(7)(E), (F)) and shall not access or view obscene matter as defined in §2 of 1984 PA 343, MCL 752.362 (PA 343). In addition, patrons who are minors for purposes of Federal law shall not access visual depictions that are harmful to minors as defined by Federal law (47 USC §254(h)(7)(G)) and patrons who are minors under State law shall not access or view sexually explicit matter that is harmful to minors as defined in PA 343. Subject to other demands on staff time for library services, the Library staff will make a good faith effort to monitor periodically the use of Library computers by minors. The Library holds the parents or legal guardians responsible for their minor children’s use of the Internet in light of the fallibilities of filters and other demands on Library staff time.

Children under 17

In order to further comply with CIPA the Library has taken certain measures to assist in the safe and effective use of the Internet by individuals under the age of 17, as follows:

To address the issue of access by minors to inappropriate matter on the Internet, including material that is harmful to minors, the Library:

a. Maintains the filtering program described above to block Internet access to visual depictions that are obscene, child pornography and, in the case of use by minors, harmful to minors. 

To address the issue of the safety and security of minors when using electronic mail, chat rooms, and other forms of direct electronic communications, as well as unauthorized disclosure of, use, and dissemination of personal identification regarding minors, the Library urges minors to follow the safety guidelines below:

a. Never give out identifying information such as home address, school name, or telephone number. 

b. Let parents or guardians decide whether personal information such as age or financial information should be provided online. 
c. Never arrange a face-to-face meeting with someone through a computer without parent or guardian approval. 

d. Never respond to messages that are suggestive, obscene, or threatening. 

e. Remember that people online may not be who they say they are.


Time and Other Limits

Access is available, for a 2 hour block, per day, on a first-come, first serve appointment basis. If you have already used a computer and want to use it again in the same day, you have to wait for one to become available.  No one will be kicked off for you.  If a computer does become available you can use it, but you will be the first asked to vacate the computer if another first time user comes in that day.

Additional access time will be determined by library staff, including the need for staff access for library support purposes.

The computers will be available for use all the hours the library is open.  They will however, be turned off 15 minutes before closing.

Internet work station use will be managed in a manner consistent with the library’s Rules of Conduct which are posted in the library.

The computer in the conference room is considered the ‘genealogy’ computer and can only be used for this research, unless otherwise approved by the staff.

The library will charge $.15 per sheet of printer paper for any material printed from the computer and $.25 per sheet for color copies.

Precautions
Software and other files downloaded from the Internet may contain viruses or spyware that may infect other computers. Home Township Library is not responsible for damage or loss that may occur from use of the Library's computers. Sending any information, including credit card numbers, via the Internet is at the sole risk of the user. Home Township Library has no control over the security of this data.

 

Violations
The Library's Internet computers may NOT be used for any illegal activity or in an unauthorized manner in violation of this Acceptable Use Policy. 

Users violating this Policy will first be asked to comply. For users who repeatedly violate this policy after previous warnings, the Library reserves the right to prohibit access or use of the Internet and/or Library by action of the library director. The user will be informed of the decision. The director’s decision to take such action may be appealed within seven (7) days to the Library Board whose decision shall be final. Illegal acts will be prosecuted to the full extent of the law.
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